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NOTES AND QUERIES. 

" Itineraky of General Washington" (Penna. Magazine, Vol. 
XIV. p. 272). — The following copy of a letter, the original of which is 
before me (found among General Potter's papers), will supplement the 
" Itinerary of General Washington," Oct. 18, 1777. 

According to Theodore D. Bean, Esq., " History of Montgomery 
County," p. 1185, Peter Wentz's house was near Wentz's Reformed 
Church, which is situated on Skippack road, nearly a mile above Centre 
Point, in Worcester Township, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. For 
a sketch of Brigadier-General Potter, see Vol. I., Penna. Magazine, p. 
326 ; General Potter's brigade of Pennsylvania militia had been sent into 
Chester (now Delaware) County " to annoy the enemies small parties." 
Province Island is described as a low mud-bank, nearly covered at high 
water, on the west side of the Schuylkill River, at its mouth ; separated 
from Mud Island by a narrow channel. The British had possession of 
Province Island, and erected a battery upon it to cover the bridge leading 
to Philadelphia. 

General Putnam's letter announcing the capitulation of General Bur- 
goyne is dated at Kingston, New York, 15th October, 1777, 10 o'clock 
Wednesdai/ evening. It reached head-quarters — Peter Wentz's — on the 
morning of October 18 ; General John Armstrong, who commanded the 
Pennsylvania division of militia, writes from his own " Head Quarters, 
Worcester" (Montgomery County), October 18, to President Wharton: 
" I congratulate you of the intelligence of this morning, but a little lower 
than that which is evangelical and from the same source. . . . The intelli- 
gence comes from General Clinton to General Putnam and from him to 
our commander-in-chief. The general has just now asked me to repair 
to you to concert measures to draw out the strength of the State to aid 
him in suppressing the arch tyrants in Philadelphia, I cannot refuse the 
journey, &c." 

It is worthy of note, as evincing the efficiency of General Washington's 
arrangements for news, that the horse express, or relays, must have accom- 
plished a distance of some two hundred miles from Wednesday night at 
ten o'clock until Saturday morning, with days' length of eleven hours 
only. 

Bellefonte, Pa. John Blaie Linn. 

"Head Quarters Peter Wentz's 
" 18th October, 1777. 
"Sir. 

" I congratulate you upon the glorious successes of our Arms in the 
North an account of which is enclosed. This singular favour of Provi- 
dence is to be received with thankfulness and the happy moment which 
Heaven has pointed out for the firm establishment of American Liberty 
ought to be embraced with becoming spirit — it is incumbent upon every 
man of influence in his country to prevail upon the militia to take the 
field with that energy which the present crisis evidently demands. I 
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have no doubt of your exerting yourself in this way — In the post which 
you now occupy you may render the most important services by cutting 
off the enemies convoys and communications with their Fleet, for this 
purpose you shall strain every nerve — there is another thing which I 
would suggest and leave you to judge of the practicability of it — I think 
that you might harrass the parties of the enemy on Province Island in 
such a manner as to produce a great Diversion in favour of Fort Mifflin. 
Let me again entreat you and through your means every one of any in- 
fluence among the Militia, to exert it to the utmost in exciting them to 
the field where by seasonable Reinforcements the glorious work we have 
in hand will be completed. 

"I am 

" Your most h'ble Serv' 

" G" Washington. 
" Beigadieb Genl. Potter." 

Baptist Cemetery, Cape May Court-House, New Jersey. — The 
following are the oldest inscriptions to be found on the gravestones in 
the Baptist Cemetery at Cape May Court-House, New Jersey, and com- 
prise names well known in that section of the State: 

111 Memory of Margaret wife of the Rev* Peter Peter Son Vanhorn 
who Departed this Life March the 8th 1775 in the 52 year of her age. 

In Memory of Hannah Wife of y* Rev* David Smith who died y" 26*^ 
Feb. 1782 in y" 48 year of her age. 

In Memory of the Rev. David Smith who first preached in publick 
April 1773 was ordained March 1776 and Died Feb'^ 1784 aged 54 years. 
His work is done and here he's laid 
Till the last Trump awakes the dead. 

In Memory of Dr. John Dickinson who departed this life Sept. 16, 
1834 Aged 76 years 11 mos. & 5 days. 

In Memory of Thomas Gaudy who departed this life March 4, 1814 in 
the 78"" year of his age. 

In Memory of M' Daniel Smith, Deacon, who Died Feb^ 1786 aged 66 
years. 

In Memory of Martha Smith widow of Daniel Smith who died March 
gib 1774 in tjjg ggth y^jj, ^f jj^^ age. 

In Memory of M' Jonathan Hildreth, Deacon, who died Oct. 1787 aged 
47 years. 

Here lieth the Body of Martha wife of Jeremiah Ludlam who departed 
this life December 15, 1773 in the 63* year of her age. 

In Memory of M" Rachel Smith who departed this Life August 7"" 
1773 Aged 68 years. 

In Memory of Priscilla only child of John Cresse who died Dec"' 1774 
in her 7"" year. 

In Memory of Jaramiah Ludlam who departed this Life the 20* of Jan- 
uary 1777 aged 68 years. 

In Memory of Phebe Young wife of Henry Young Esq"' who Departed 
this Life y' 23'" of August 1776 and in the 57'" year of her age. 

In Memory of Lydia the Wife of James Hildreth who died May the 
25'" 1767 Aged 36 years. 

Here lieth the Bodv of James Hildreth who departed this Life Nov' 
13 1776 aged 38 years. 

In Memory of Sarah Wife of Elihu Smith who died March 11, 1769 
aged 29 years. 

In Memory of James Savage, Son of Joseph and Martha Savage who 
departed this Life Nov"' 7, 1773 In the 19"" year of his age. 
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Revolutionary Sufferers at the Hands of the British and 
Tories, Middlesex County, N.J. — In a very interesting article in 
Harper's Magazine for July, 1874, by Charles D. Deshler, " A Glimpse 
of Seventy-Six," I find reference and quotations from an important manu- 
script, " Record of the Damages done by the British and their Adhe- 
rents to the Inhabitants of Middlesex County," New Jersey, which is pre- 
served in the State Library at Trenton. It is abound volume of between 
three and four hundred pages, and it contains the inventories rendered 
by over six hundred and fifty Tpersons whose property was plundered or 
destroyed by the British from 1776 to 1782 inclusive, but mainly during 
the six and a half months beginning with December 2, 1776, and ending 
with June 22, 1777. Each inventory is entered in this volume in detail, 
with the valuation of every article annexed, and is certified to under 
oath or atfirmation by the person damaged or his representative before 
one of the appraisers appointed by the State for that purpose. 

I have made the following index to the names mentioned in the article : 

John Dennis, wealthy and patriotic merchant ; other names men- 
tioned, Thomas Edgar, Hiram Frazee, Thomas Force, Phineas Randolph, 
Justus Dunn, Moses Bloomfield, of Woodbridge, private soldier ; Corne- 
lius Baker, of the same place ; Isaac Cotheal, of Woodbridge ; John 
Chamberlain, " Esquire," of Windsor {a township in which Princeton 
is situate), private in the militia; "John Conger, Esquire, of Wood- 
bridge," private in the militia; Lieutenant-Colonel Jonathan Deare 
[query Dare?], of Princeton, lawyer; Benjamin Dunn, of Piscataway, 
private in the militia ; John Flatt, of Woodbridge ; William French, of 
Piscataway, militiaman ; Henry Guest, of New Brunswick, tanner ; 
David Harriot, of the Middlesex militia, private; John Hampton, " en- 
sign in the patriot army ;" Colonel Jacob Hyer, of Princeton. 

" The Martin family in Piscataway had nineteen of their number in 
the patriot army, and twenty of that name were more or less severely 

Eillaged. One of these named William was the greatest sufferer, having 
een visited five times by the enemy between February, 1777, and April, 
1781." John Martin is also among the number. John Noe, private in 
the patriot army, a neighbor of the Martins, was a fellow-sufferer. The 
widow of Samuel Parker, father of James Parker, printer, of Wood- 
bridge ; Thomson Stelle, of Piscataway, captain and paymaster in the 
Middlesex militia ; Samuel Walker, private. 

Our Ancestors' Silver-wake. — The following items are extracted 
from the ledger of a silversmith of Philadelphia, between the years 1733 
and 1740. In most cases the purchasers furnished the gold and silver. 
For the former six pounds per ounce and for the latter from eight shillings 
and sixpence to nine shillings per ounce was allowed : 

Clement Plumsted is charged with 1 set of Gold Buttons; George 
Fitzwater, 6 large spoons for his daughter Hannah ; Israel Pember- 
ton, Jr., 1 Gold girdle buckel, 1 gold Thimble, 6 tea spoons. Tongs and 
strainer, 12 spoons, 1 pair Salts, 1 set of Castors, 2 Porringers, 1 waiter, 
and 2 Butter dishes of silver ; Isaac Norris, 2 pair of Silver shoe-buck- 
els for Charles and 1 pair of Gold for himself; Lawrence Growden, 1 
Arch Moon Clock and Case, 1 Black walnut Table, 1 Rug, 1 doz Ivory 
handle knives and forks, 1 Gold Girdle; George Emlen, 1 Gold Girdle 
Buckel, and one set of Gold Buttons, for his daughter, 1 silver waiter, 1 
3pt Tankard, 12 table, 12 Custard and 2 Soup Spoons; Anthony Morris, 
Jr., 1 Gold Girdle Buckel ; Joseph Armit, 1 gold Locket ; Thomas 
Hopkinson, 1 Mourning Ring ; John Ladd, 1 Silver teapot ; and Richard 
Peters, 6 teaspoons and tongs. 
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Eaethquake in Philadelphia on Decembee 7, 1737. — In a letter 
written by Amos Strettell, of Philadelphia, to his brother, John Strettell, 
of London, dated 29th of March, 1738, he says : " I suppose the rumour of 
an Earthquake which happened in these parts on y' 7th December about 
two minutes before eleven at night has ere this reachd your ears ; how- 
ever presuming that an account from one present at that juncture will 
be agreeable shall relate my own experience thereof. I was scarce lain 
down in bed when I heard a prodigious rumbling burly burly which to 
me in that posture sounded like the noise of a great multitude running 
violently to and fro in the loft over me. I immediately called out to 
Jack Savage to know wt was y" matter, but by the time y" words were out 
of my mouth, I plainly found it could be no such thing, neither occa- 
sioned by any human means, for the whole house shook in a very terri- 
fying manner & continued trembling (according to general computation) 
for the space of one minute and a half. 

" Acct' from several parts for 800 miles distant agree pretty exactly 
with our remarks here as to time and particulars, wc" is a strong Argu- 
ment in fav' of those who suppose it to have been a general Earthquake 
on this continent : whether it was so or not or occasioned by natural 
means or an immediate interposition of the divine power, I shall at pres* 
submit to y° opinion of the learned, only adding that there's great reason 
to be thankful to that good Providence which prevented any considera- 
ble damage from this surprising convulsion of the earth. " G.V. 

The London Chronicle of August 4-6, 1778, contains the following 
extracts of letters from Philadelphia : " Upon the 8th Dr. Ferguson 
(Secretary to the Commissioners), set out in a Phaeton, with a trumpeter 
and dragoon, for the enemy's camp at Valley Forge, but being met by 
Colonel Morgan of the light horse, and a company of light horse, was 
stopt, and his dispatches were to be safely delivered at head quarters ; 
he returned the same day. We are still in suspence as to the issue. 

" ' Last Saturday evening arrived here the ship La Dedegeaure, Jean 
Caree master, of 26 nine-pounders and 140 men from Bourdeaux for 
Virginia, sent in by his Majesty's frigate Greyhound, Archibald Dixon, 
Esq ; commander : She is a fine new ship, and laden with naval stores, 
bale goods, salt, wine, soldiers cloathing, &c. for the use of the rebels. 
By her we learn that six others of the same force, lading, &c. were to 
sail soon after for Virginia.' 

" By a letter received from an English gentleman resident in France, 
we are informed, that Count d'Estaing's Squadron was intended to 
attack Lord Howe's fleet in the Delaware ; and that if the French had 
got the better of Admiral Keppel's fleet, their design was to have em- 
barked a body of 22,000 men, and have landed them in Ireland. A 
body of troops was stationed in such a manner for that purpose, as to be 
collected in a few hours at Dunkirk, where a number of vessels were to 
receive them. 

" When the Trident got to the river Delaware, the Commissioners and 
Lord Cornwallis went into an armed vessel in order to proceed to Phila- 
delphia. Upon their landing there, and it being known that Lord Corn- 
wallis was with the Commissioners, the utmost joy appeared in the 
countenances of all the soldiers — their hats were thrown up in the air, 
and the cry was, ' Cornwallis for ever ; we would willingly lose the last 
drop of our blood fighting under him.' " 

Eates of Discount on State Bank-Notes, 1822. — The following 
rates of discount on notes of State banking institutions 'is taken from a 
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circular of a Philadelphia banker issued in April of 1822 : Massachu- 
aefta, Boston, par ; country generally, 2 @ S. New Hampshire, generally, 
2 @ 3. Rhode Island, 1 J ; Connecticut, 2. New York, city banks par; 
Newburg, 1 ; Bank of Columbia, Hudson, IJ ; Bank of Albany, par ; 
Lansingburg, Orange, Catskill, and Utica banks, IJ ; Auburn, Ontario, 
and Plattsburg banks, 2 @ 2|. New Jersey, State banks at Newark, 
Elizabethtown, Brunswick, and Trenton, par; Camden, Mount Holly, 
and Cumberland, par. Pennsylvania, Germantown, Delaware City, 
Chester, Farmers' Bank of Lancaster, Easton, Norristown, Farmers' 
Bank, Bucks County, Harrisburg, New Hope, Beading, par ; Lancaster 
Bank, 1; Swatara, IJ; York, IJ; Gettysburg, IJ; Pittsburgh, IJ @ 2; 
Carlisle, 1 J @ 2. District of Columbia, f ; Mechanics' Bank of Alexan- 
dria, 5. Vermont, State banks, 2. Ohio, old bank at Chillicothe, 5. 
Virginia, Farmers' Bank and branches, 2; Bank of Virginia and 
branches, 1 ; Bank of the Valley and branches, 1. Delaware, Farmers' 
Bank and branches, par; Delaware, Wilmington, and Brandywine 
banks, par ; Com. Bank of Delaware, 1 ; Branch of ditto at Milford, 4. 
Maryland, Baltimore, J ; City Bank, 2J ; Annapolis and branches, 2 ; 
Westminster, IJ; Havre de Grace, l|; Hagerstown, IJ; Frederick 
County Bank, 2J ; Conococheague, 2J ; Caroline Bank at Denton, 12J ; 
Elkton, par. North Carolina, State Bank and branches, 2J; Cape 
Fear, 3 ; Newbern, 3. South Carolina, generally, 1 J, Georgia, State 
banks generally, IJ. 

Bkadfoed's Journal. — The following letter, addressed to " Messu" 
William and Thomas Bradford, Printers, in Philadelphia," and " To be 
delivered by the Lancaster Post who is also to bring the News Papers 
within subscribed for in the York Packet." 

" YoKK April the 6th 1775. 
" Gentlemen. 

" In order to assist in supporting so successful a Paper as yours — We 
the Subscribers do request you to send each of us a News Paper Weekly, 
and that you inclose the same in a Packet with Messr" Joseph Donald- 
son, George Irwin, Eobert McPherson, Thomas Hartley, William Leas, 
John Fisher, David Cautler and George Lewis Letters Papers . . . 
directed to Mr. Rudolph Spangler in York Town. This Packet is to be 
sent by the Lancaster Post. The Spirit of Liberty which appears in 
your I'ublication has gained you many Friends in this County. So that 
ere long we expect your Subscribers will increase much in this Part of 
the Province. We are Gentlemen Your 

" most humble Serv" 
"James Smith, Stake & Miller, 

"Martin Eichelberger, Mich. Swoope, 

"David Grier, Hahn & Eichelberger, 

"Michael Dautel, Baltzer Spengler, 

"John Kean, Cha' Lukens, 

"John Houston, William White." 

The Indiana Company. — We are indebted to Mr. William Fisher 
Lewis for the following copy of a call for a special meeting of the 
Company, addressed to the Vice-President, Thomas Wharton : 

" Philada. September 1778. 

"SlE. 

" We conceive it necessary to have as early a Meeting of the Proprietors 
of Indiana, as their Constitution will admit ; to make Choice of a Presi- 
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dent in Place of Joseph Galloway Esq., & to determine on Matters of 
the greatest Importance to the Proprietors. We therefore beg the favour 
of you to call a m;eeting of the said Proprietors, to be held at the Indian 
Queen Tavern in the City of Philad* on the third day of May next, or 
as Early as possible. 

" We are with Eespect Sir 

" Your most obedient Servants 

" William Tkent, 

" Tho' Bond, 

" Joseph Simon, 

" And. Levy, 

" Trent, Franks, Simon & Levy 
for Philip Boyht, 

" Matthias Slough 
on behalf of self and the other Executors of Eobert Oallendar Dec*." 

Writings of Thomas Jefferson. — Paul Leicester Ford, of 97 
Clark Street, Brooklyn, N. Y., being engaged in the preparation of an 
edition of the writings of Thomas Jefferson, and desiring to make it as 
complete as possible, requests that any one possessing any of Jefferson's 
letters or manuscripts will communicate with him. Or if such persons 
will either loan these to Mr. Ford for a few days, he will guarantee their 
safe return; or if they will have them copied at his expense, and will 
enclose a bill, he will most gratefully pay for the copying, and give due 
credit for such assistance in the work. 

A Quaint Eecoed. — " John Wendel Pretius, husband of the present 
widow Christine, who on the 2d. June 1774, twelve miles hence, at 
Flowertown, mounting a wild mare which would return home to her colt, 
accidently came under the beast, and very ill and deadly wounded, de- 
parted on the 1st Sunday after Trinity, the 5th. of June, about 10 
o'clock in the night. The corpse was brought the day following to this 
town and taken in view by the Coroner and Jury : the 7th of June, and 
after six o'clock in the afternoon was buried, in the 55th year of his age." 

Frankliniana.— The following is taken from 8. P. Moore's Tax 
List for Philadelphia County, 1765 : 

" Benjamin Franklin S» side High Street bet 3 & 4*^ £10." T. S. 



ViCKLORD OR Viceroy. — Can any one tell me anything concerning 
an officer of the Revolution by the name of Vicklord or Vickroy ? What 
was his rank, under whom did he serve, and in what battles did he par- 
ticipate? 

An ancestor, from Western Pennsylvania, who was at Trenton and 
Yorktown, served under such an officer. 

If something more of his revolutionary record could be learned through 
that of his colonel, brigade, or corps, it would give great pleasure to those 
interested. Inquirer. 

American Edition of The Spectator. — When, where, and by 
whom was the first American edition of The Spectator published ? 

H. E. 
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Saffen. — Eebeckah Saffen, daughter of Thomas and Mary Saffen, 
was born in Newark, N. J., September 22, 1769, and married November 
7, 1790, John J., son of Josiah Crane, of Newark. She died in New 
York October 26, 1847. John J. Crane was born March 8, 1767, and 
died in July, 1808. 

Persons who can furnish any information with regard to the Saffen 
family will greatly oblige by communicating with 

C. Sidney Ceane, 
41 West Forty-fifth Street, 
New York. 

The Doylestown Democeat's Motto.— [Penna. Mag., Vol. XIV. 
p. 833.] — The author of the motto was Judge Story, and in the first 
volume of his biography (p. 127) by his son, W. W. Story, will be found 
the following : 

" The motto which the Sal^n Register adopted in the year 1802, and 
still retains, was also written by my father : 

" ' Here shall the Press the People's right maintain, 
Unawed by influence and unbribed by gain j 
Here Patriot Truth her glorious precepts draw, 
Pledged to Religion, Liberty, and Law.' " 

Judge Story was then a young lawyer, and was living at Salem, where 
he was a frequent writer for the local Eepublican paper, and so came to 
furnish its motto, — which is still kept at the head of the editorial page. 
It is an excellent one, certainly, and we may not only hope that the 
Register has lived up to it during all these years, but wish also that the 
press generally might adopt and honor it. The Doylestown Democrat, 
it is to be hoped, did not find it too high a standard, and drop it on that 
account, after (as stated) a few years' trial ! H. M. J. 
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The PoiiiTiCAii Beginnings of Kentucky. By John Mason Brown, 
Louisville : John P. Morton & Co. 4to, 263 pp. Price, $2.50. 

This handsome volume, printed on heavy laid paper, with broad 
margins, forms No. 6 of the publications of the "Filson Club." It is 
the most scholarly and valuable production that the club has issued, and, 
as we read its interesting pages, we are impressed with the great loss we 
have suffered in the death of its accomplished author. Colonel Brown 
fortunately completed his work before his death, and placed the manu- 
script in the hands of the printers, who, in accordance with his wishes, 
have published it just as he left it. 

The book treats of the Indian title, Henderson's purchase, and the 
organization of the Transylvania Company, as well as the efforts that were 
made to have the district it claimed represented in the Continental Con- 
gress in 1775. There is also a full account of the erection of the county 
of Illinois (now the State of Kentucky) by the Legislature of Virginia, 
and the efforts that were made for a separate political organization, re- 
sulting in the formation of a new State. The alarm that spread over the 
West and Southwest at the beginning of the present century, when it was 
feared that a free navigation of the Mississippi Eiver would be denied 
Vol. XIV.— 29 



